
l f  Structural  Damage is. . . . . .

Light Damage:

Superf ic ia l  or  cosmet ic damage,

broken windows, fal len plaster;

pr imari ly damage to contents of

structure.

Moderate Damage:

Quest iona ble structu ra I  stabi l i ty;

f ractu res, t i l t ing, foundat ion

movement and I  or fou ndat ion

displacement.

Then the CERT Mission is. . .

To locate, t r iage, and pr ior i t ize

removal of  v ict ims to designated

treatment areas by the medical

operat ion tea m.

To locate, sta bi l ize a nd im med iate ly

evacuate vict ims to a safe area whi le

minimizing the number of  rescuers

inside the bui ld ing.

Heavy Damage:

Signs of  obvious structural  instabi l i ty ;  To secure the bui ld ing per imeter and
part ia l  or totalwal l  col lapse, roof control  access into the structure by

fai lures.  untrained but wel l - intent ioned

volu ntee rs.



Classif ication of damage to Light Wood Frame Construction

No Damage Moderate Heavy Co l la pse

Single story
bui ld ing



Mercalli Earthquake Scale

l. NOt felt 
Not felt' even under most circumstances'

ll. Scarcely felt Vibration is felt only by individual people at rest in

nouses, especially on upper floors of buildings'

lll. Weak The vibration is weak and is felt indoors by a few

people. People at rest feel a swaying or light trembling'

The earthquake is felt indoors bY many people'

|V.LargelyobservedoutdoorsbyVeryfew.Afewpeop|eareawakened.
I-he level of vibration is not frightening. Windows,

doors and dishes rattle' Hanging objects swing'

v' strons 1fi"ili11ilil:1,:lll;"11";*"1"."i:iJ"",.
Buildings tremble throughout. Hanging objects swing

considerably. Dishes and glasses clatter together' The

vibration is strong. Top-heavy objects topple over'

Doors and windows swing open or shut.

Felt bv most indoors and by many outdoors Many

vr. sright damaging n"J,ilJJllrffJ::Iil:f:i",TilH;",
example, fine cracks in plaster and small pieces of

plaster fall.

Most people are frightened and run outdoors'

Vll. Damaging Furniture is shifted and many objects fall from shelves.

Many buildings suffer moderate damage: small cracks in

walls; partial collapse of chimneys.

Furniture may be overturned. Many buildings suffer

vrrr. Heaviry damaging :itr1ili[5:fi':iffii;:Tljappear 
in warrs and

Monuments and columns fall or are twisted Many

tX. Destructive 
buildings partially collapse and a few collapse

completelY.

X. VerY destructive Many bui ld ings col laPse.

Xl. Devastating
Most buildings collaPse'

Xll. COmpletely devaStating Practically all structures above and below ground are

neavilY damaged or destroYed'


